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Why I Wrote This Book

I’ve wanted to write a book for as long as I can remember. I’m pretty sure I

envisioned writing a fantasy novel filled with unicorns and dragons. But

then that was in middle school, and quite a few things have happened since.

Gardening has brought me so much joy that I want to share what I’ve

learned with as many people as possible. I’ve been delighted to discover

that it’s the small things in life that make me happiest.

My friends have been telling me this past year that I should write a book

since I’ve written so much about gardening this past year. A little over a

year since I started my blog sounds like a great time to write my first ebook.

When I’ve told others that I blog about gardening in a large city with little

space I’ve gotten mainly positive comments. A few have made it sound like

it’s difficult to impossible to garden in urban areas.

My year old blog and faithful following show that urban gardening in small

spaces while on a budget is quite possible. I’ve been sharing with other

bloggers and gardening enthusiasts over the past year how to garden in

small spaces.

I figured since I have a year’s worth of valuable blog posts about urban

gardening under my belt that I should make an ebook of some of my most

popular posts. Here it is! Enjoy.
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What You’ll Find

In a nutshell, you’ll find all sorts of gardening goodies in this ebook. Like I

mentioned on the previous page, this ebook is a compilation of some of my

most popular blog posts from the first year of my blog.

I’ve included posts about types of containers that are great to get for the

container, porch, balcony, and other urban gardens.

There is a post about several popular plants that thrive in containers.

Succulents are a popular container plant. I’ve included all my succulent

posts, as well as tips on how to care for these hardy plants.

There are a few other plant-specific posts, as well as how to posts on various

aspects of container gardening.

For my faithful followers who have stuck with me since the beginning, I

hope you find it useful to have a compilation of these posts handy, instead

of digging through my site looking for each article.

For those who are known to me, I hope you learn something about the

wonderful world of container gardening. Enjoy!

4
©Blooming Anomaly 2018. All Rights Reserved. Personal Use Only. No portion of this book may be

copied without the express written permission of the author.  To contact us, please visit
https://www.bloominganomaly.com.



How to Start a Garden from Scratch

I figure since this book is all about gardening, I should begin with how to
start a garden in the first place. So, here it is, how to start a garden from
scratch.

My Gardening Beginnings

I still remember when the gardening bug hit me several years ago. I was
living in New Mexico and miserable for a variety of reasons. I walked into a
grocery store and saw a pot of mini pink roses and bought them for myself.

The rest, as they say, is history. I bought a small pretty container to put the
roses in and some dirt and took care of those little flowers. They greeted
me from my porch every time I came home.

They really perked up my mood, especially since I was pretty gloomy those
days. I was living in the middle of the desert and missed all the plants and
flowers that seemed to grow year round back home in Southern California.
So, I decided to bring some of that plant life to my little apartment in New
Mexico.
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I sadly had to leave those roses behind when I decided to move back to
California. The desire to start a garden again never left though, so, when I
got a chance, I bought a plant, pot, and dirt and watched as plants I took
care of thrived before my eyes.

Small but Mighty

Of course, I didn’t decide to get deep into gardening until my husband and I
downsized into our studio apartment, complete with a cute balcony. As you
can see from my video and posts, I’ve done a great job of filling up that
space with plant life. I even got some more pink mini roses.

Speaking of small spaces, I’ve been able to get plants and containers that I
enjoy for a small price. You can spend a little or as much as you want.
Since most of my containers are medium to small, I try to find plants that
are available in the smallest size.

I’ve slowly been collecting more gardening supplies as my addiction for
gardening has grown, but right now I just want to talk about the basics.

Garden Basics: The Plant

The first thing I consider when I want to buy a plant is the size of the plant.
If you are not sure what kind of plant to get, do some research either online
or wander around a gardening store for an afternoon. I love going through
an Armstrong Gardening Center and the garden section of Home Depot to
get ideas.

Container

Once you know what kind of plant you want to get, you can pick a container
for your plant. I would get something a little large than the plant, so the
plant has enough room to grow in the container. You don’t want to get a
container that is too small or the plant won’t have a chance to grow and
may die.

Soil
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Once you have your plant and container picked out, you’ll want to purchase
some soil. My personal favorite is Miracle-Gro Potting Mix. This soil works
well with a variety of plants and the price is great for the quality of the soil.

If you are getting a specialty plant, such as an orchid, tropical plant or
succulent, you may want to buy soil specifically for that plant. If you are not
sure, ask an employee of the store you are purchasing your plant from.

If you are just starting out gardening, this is all you really need. Below is a
list of other items you may want to purchase in the future for your garden.

Other Gardening Supplies

● Watering can-I used a plastic drinking cup until I started getting more
plant.

● Trowel-Scooping out soil with a trowel is less dirty than using your
hands or dumping the bag of soil and hoping you don’t spill any.

● Drill-You want a drill in case you need to drill holes into your
container, which will be addressed below.

● Gardening Gloves-These come in handy when you are handling
sharp or prickly plants, or want to keep your hands from getting dirty.

● Fertilizer-Fertilizer keeps your plants fed so that they keep growing
healthy leaves and flowers. I love using Miracle-Gro’s All in One
Fertilizer.

Get Your Container Ready for Your Plant

Now that you have a container large enough for your plant, you want to
make sure there are holes in the bottom. A container needs holes so that
the excess water can drain through. If you let water sit at the bottom of the
container, it may rot the roots of the plant and end up killing it.

Many containers already have holes, but if yours doesn’t, invest in a drill.
Containers that don’t have holes usually have indentations on the bottom
where you can drill holes through.

Time to Get Dirty!
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After you drill holes in your container, you can now add dirt inside. I added
a bunch of dirt until I realized I would need room for my mums. I dumped
some dirt out and moved the rest around so that my mums would have a
place to grow in the container.

I can always add more soil later. Now it’s time to get the mums ready for
planting!

Plant Your Plant

Holes are drilled, dirt is in the container. Now it’s time to get your plant
ready for its new home.

Gently pull your plant out of the plastic pot that it came in. You will notice
that its roots are wrapped around the soil in it came with.

You can put the plant in the pot as is, or add one small step to help your
new plant grow in its new home.

Hold your plant gently near the top of where it’s growing in the soil and
gently pull the roots loose from the bottom. This trick lets the plant’s roots
know it can expand and grow out, instead of wrapping itself around the soil.

Now you can gently place your plant where you dug a hole in the soil in the
container. If you need to, add more soil around the plant and water it in its
new home.

Congratulations! You just started your own garden. If you are like me, you
will soon repeat this process with other plants until you have a little urban
garden.

Next Steps

I hope you enjoy watching your new plant grow and thrive in its new home.
Gardening is addicting and don’t be surprised if you soon find yourself
surrounded by more plants.
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Gardening Shelves

When I began my small gardening hobby, I didn’t think that I would collect
plants as fast as I did or even considered running out of space. Both
happened in a small amount of time. As I continued to feed my new
addiction, I looked into vertical gardening for a time, but since the outside
walls don’t seem to support much, I gave up on the idea. Soon after, I
started researching gardening shelves and other ways to save space while
enjoying my garden.

To my delight, I found a plethora of designs and prices for gardening
shelves. I love shopping and research, but this felt a little overwhelming so
again, I gave up the search. That is until my husband suggested he could
make me one at a fraction of the prices I saw.

I then began to research more in-depth the design, size, and materials I
wanted for my own garden shelf. Like I said before, researching this
became a little overwhelming but I was able to narrow my search based on
those three things. And since this is a site dedicated to those who have
limited space for gardens, I had to consider the small size of my porch.
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I will now discuss in detail various designs, sizes, and materials so that you
may also make your very own gardening shelf on a budget for your limited
garden.

Gardening Shelf Design

There are many types of designs for a gardening shelf. After you’ve seen
an unlimited amount of pictures, you will be able to narrow down your
results like I did. They can look like a traditional shelf as well as more
elaborate and imaginative. Yours can be made based on your preference.

First of all, I recommend you figure out how much space you have to work
with. My gardening shelf takes up the majority of one side of my porch. If
you have more space to work with, you might prefer something longer. The
size may also play a part in helping you decide on a design, but many
styles of gardening shelves can be made different sizes.

Gardening Shelf Materials

Next are the types of materials you want to build with. Since my husband
and I were trying to cut down on costs, I wasn’t too picky about the
appearance of my gardening shelf. He ended up buying some small wood
supports and natural wood colored fencing posts at Home Depot. Hubby
also bought nails and screws. The total cost of my shelf was around $30.
You may spend more or less.

Since the materials were longer than needed my husband ended up sawing
most of the pieces down with his saw. He also used a drill and hammer that
we already had. A leveler also came in handy. Now, my husband did all this
without an actual paper in hand so yours may be different.

After hours of sawing, drilling, hammering and some trial and error, I had a
beautiful custom made gardening shelf. Now it was in no way perfect, but it
does the job of showing off my beautiful plants. Hubby suggested I get it
stained or painted, but I like the natural look, so for now, it’s finished.
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If you like the white picket fence look, there are plenty of parts to create a
white picket fence garden shelf. If you prefer something dark and modern,
there are numerous supplies to achieve that look as well. With extra work,
you can also pick out natural wood and paint it a color or colors to match
the outdoor look.

Another way to save on materials is to ask friends and family with larger
yards if they have any materials they won’t use that you can for a
gardening shelf. Lumberyards and scrapyards are also great places to find
cheap materials.

Gardening Shelf Sizes

My gardening shelf is about 5 feet by 4 feet tall with four shelves. Each
shelf is spaced so that the one below juts out by half the one on top. Each
shelf is about one foot wide so that a variety of pots can be placed on them.
When my husband built the framework, the shelf was pretty wobbly and
unsteady, so he added the supports that crisscross the back.

If you choose to start small, I suggest a corner shelf. You can make this
short or tall, depending on what you want, how much money you have to
put toward your shelf, and how many plants you want to display. Another
good size to start with as a base for each level is one foot in height, depth
and length.

Also, when you consider the size of your gardening shelf, make sure you
have enough support to handle the weight of your pots. I have my larger
pots on the ground and lowest shelf. The smaller ones I placed on the
highest shelf. This can vary based on size and materials used.

Other Gardening Shelf Ideas

If you would rather use a pre-drawn out plan, there are many to choose
from. There are plenty ready-made shelves and ones that you build
yourself that come with plans. Another inexpensive way to have your own
gardening shelf is to scan Craigslist ads in the for-sale and free sections.
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If you decide to start from scratch like my husband did, I highly recommend
making several drawings with measurements. This will help you avoid
making mistakes and waste time redoing certain steps. Of course, if you do
start from scratch, everyone has their own way of doing things

Conclusion

In conclusion, enjoy the process and definitely the finished product of your
own gardening shelf. You will learn a lot as you build your shelf (or by
watching your significant other build it). And if you really enjoyed the
results, this may lead to other homemade outdoor furniture.

Cheap Vertical Gardening Ideas

Despite the limited gardening space I have right now, I am on a quest to
find more areas for plants. There is one wall opposite the shelf my hubby
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built that is bare and we’ve talked about putting a vertical garden on that
wall. Today I want to discuss cheap vertical gardening ideas.

If you’ve checked out my recent video, you know how small my urban
garden is. There is the shelf my hubby built against one wall of our balcony,
the two by four he put up so I can use my dollar store shelf pots, and the
plants on the ground. The wall opposite the shelf has still been unused,
which hubby and I have talked about putting a vertical garden there.

I’ve seen some beautiful and elaborate vertical gardening designs that are
way over my budget. I keep eyeing those inexpensive vertical gardening
pockets on Amazon that would work great in the space we have. But, what
other options are out there for vertical gardens?

Vertical Gardening History

These vertical gardens seem to be a trendy thing to do right now, but they
are definitely not a new idea. Vertical gardens have been around for
thousands of years.

The Greeks, Romans, and Egyptians all had their own versions of vertical
gardens. The Babylonians were also known for their vertical gardens. One
of the seven ancient wonders of the world was the famous hanging
gardens of Babylon.

Fast forward to today, and I’ve seen many different types of vertical
gardens. I’ve seen huge ones many feet tall in front of restaurants, filled
with a variety of herbs. Then there is the wall next to our apartment
complex that is covered with a vine but makes for a pleasant walk to the
mailbox.

Being surrounded by flora makes me forget I live in a huge urban area.

Why Have a Vertical Garden?

There are many reasons that having a vertical garden is a great idea.
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First of all, if you don’t have much space to work with like me, then vertical
gardening is perfect for you since it doesn’t use up much space. You don’t
need any ground space to start this garden, just some wall space.

Since many vertical gardens use small space, this makes it easier to
maintain. Just make sure to use quality soil and make sure your plants
have plenty of water.

People with specific health issues can benefit from starting a vertical
garden. Those who have a hard time bending from health issues will love
having a vertical garden since the plants can be hung high enough to avoid
this. The plants will be easier to see and take care of higher up.

Having plants above ground will help them not be harmed by bugs and
other pests. Larger animals will also have a hard time bothering plants in a
vertical garden arrangement.

For those who like getting creative, there are endless ways to design plants
in a vertical garden. I’ve seen beautiful arrangements of succulents and
other plants in vertical garden designs. Just use your imagination.

Herb Heaven

Besides saving a ton of space, vertical gardens are becoming popular as
ways to display and keep herbs, inside and outside. I’ve seen kitchens with
lots of natural light that use small vertical gardens to keep herbs in. This is
an easy, cheap and convenient way to get herbs while making a meal.

Herbs don’t need a lot of space, which is another reason they make great
vertical gardening plants. You can combine several or keep them in
separate containers.

Vertical Gardening Ideas

Now that you have some background information about vertical gardening,
I’m going to get into cheap vertical gardening ideas. Just like with other
types of gardens, vertical gardens can be handmade or bought. The
preferences are up to you.
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Stacked Crates

Have a bunch of crates lying around or know someone who does? These
can make a great vertical garden if you have room to stack them near a
wall, or stack enough in a space to make another wall. If you don’t have
any crates, you can buy these at craft stores.

Picture Planter

Picture planters are great for succulents. You can arrange the plants in a
design or randomly, however you like. I have one of these, but its laying on
its side with a few succulents as a regular container.

Recycled 2 Liter Soda Bottles

Looking for a unique vertical garden? Keep all those 2 liter soda bottles
around to make a cheap vertical garden. You can use a few bottles, or
make a wall full of bottles as a vertical garden.

Hanging Pots

A vertical garden can be as simple as attaching individual pots to a wall or
structure that is against a wall. You can find old pots lying around for this, or
spend some on cheap containers from a nearby garden store.

Garden Pockets

Garden pockets come in a variety of materials and sizes. You can buy them
individually or in rows. These come in a variety of colors too.

Garden Shelf

If you are a handyman or know someone who is, then a garden shelf is a
great option for a vertical garden. My husband made mine from scratch.
The materials were inexpensive, but it took time to put together. To learn
how to make your own, check out my blog about it here.

Shoe Organizer
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Those door shoe organizers made of cloth, plastic or mesh can be recycled
into vertical gardens, too. Put in plenty of dirt so the plants can thrive in
their new home.

Wood Pallet

Old wood pallets make great vertical gardens. These can be filled with
plenty of seeds or small plants and make a beautiful display on a wall
outside.

Garden Tower

Garden towers are great space savers. You can put a bunch of plants in a
small space with one of these. You can make a herb or flower garden tower
or a mix of plants.

Enjoy Your Vertical Garden

Vertical gardens are a unique way to garden when you are limited on
space. You can use part of a wall for a vertical garden or fill the entire wall
with plants of your choice.

Types of Succulent Plants

I never thought much about types of succulent plants while growing up,
since they all seemed ugly and sharp, from what I remember. I’ve noticed
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that many people include these desert plants in their gardens here in
Southern California. Since getting into gardening, I have delightfully
discovered that there are many types of succulent plants available.

Not all succulents are hard on the eyes and pointy, thankfully. Succulents
come in many sizes, shapes, and colors. I have found a huge variety of
beautiful succulents that grow well in container gardens.

Hardy Plants

Succulents are a great plant to start with if you are a beginner gardener.
They don’t need much care compared to other plants. Succulents need
little water so if you forget to water them, they should be fine.

Succulents are drought tolerant plants, so they thrive in areas with little
rainfall. I keep seeing more and more succulents used in gardens here in
Southern California due to the climate and required low water usage.

Many of the succulents located here are originally from all over the world. I
have several varieties in my own container garden. I have mentioned a few
of these hardy plants below.

Where Can Succulents Grow?

Succulents grow best in warm and sunny areas with little rainfall. They are
ideal in the warmer, southern states, but can generally grow all over the
country. To find which plants grow best in your area, check out the USDA
Plant Hardiness Zone Map from the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Ideal Container Plant

Many of the varieties of succulents (located here and elsewhere) are small,
which makes them a great candidate for containers. Many succulents won’t
grow any bigger than the pot they are grown in.

The small varieties of succulents need very little space to grow and many
can thrive in rocks with little soil. As a result, succulents are very cost
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effective plants. Almost all of my succulents are growing in small
containers.

Plus One

Succulents can be grown in containers on their own or with several other
succulents. I have seen many beautiful container arrangements with
several types of succulents. Hence, I have made my own arrangements to
add to my garden.

Popular Types of Succulent Plants

Aloe

There are many types of aloe and this plant comes in different sizes. The
popular aloe vera plant is small enough to fit just about anywhere. Aloe
vera not only is a great decorative succulent; these plants are also used to
heal cuts and burns.

Donkey’s Tail

Donkey or burros tail looks just like it sounds, the tail of a donkey. These
look great in hanging containers and containers that look great with plants
that grow over them. Donkey’s tail thrives in shaded areas.

Echeveria

The echeveria is a beautiful succulent that is shaped like a rosette. There
are a variety of echeverias that have slightly different leaves and come in
different shades of green. Echeverias look great grown alone or in
bunches.

String of Pearls

String of pearls are small succulents that grow by hanging over containers.
They are unique and unusual looking plants. Sometimes they grow small,
white flowers that grow upwards.

Kalanchoe
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Kalanchoe plants are popular house plants and many grow a variety of
flowers. They can also be grown outdoors. Kalanchoes are a great way to
add some color if you choose to have a succulent container garden.

Haworthia

Haworthias look like small, striped aloe plants. They are slow growers and
are small compared to other succulents. These look beautiful on their own
and make great additions to the beginner garden.

Sempervivum

There are about 40 different species of sempervivum succulents. These are
also commonly known as hens and chicks. Sempervivums are rosette
looking succulents that grow beautiful small flowers that come in yellow,
red, white and pink.

Letizia

Letizia look like small stemmed roses. They grow in clusters and look great
in pots covered with small rocks. The leaves of these green plants turn red
at the tips and make a great addition to any garden.

Tree Aeonium

These unique looking succulents are one of the darker varieties of desert
plants, coming in dark red to black. They look like large, dark flowers, which
contrast against the usually green of most other succulents. They look
great alone or added to other succulents.

Jelly Bean

Pork and beans, another name for the jelly plant, have leaves that look like
jelly or beans. The leaves turn red in the summer, which can add color if
you choose to have a succulent only garden. These can be grown indoors
or outdoors.
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There are many other types of succulent plants that grow well in container
gardens. The varieties mentioned above can be grown individually or mixed
together in a container.

Ending Thoughts

In conclusion, succulents make a great addition to a succulent garden or
garden with a variety of plants. This list is just a sample of the types of
succulents available to add or start your garden.

Echeveria Varieties

When I first got into gardening, I wasn’t too interested in succulents, since
they all looked the same to me. Here in California, succulents come in a
great variety of colors, sizes, and shapes. Since gardening here I have
fallen in love with the desert rose of succulents, otherwise known as
echeveria, and want to discuss echeveria varieties in this post.

Echeverias come in a variety of colors, sizes, and textures. They can be
grown indoors or outdoors. Echeverias are beautiful in their own planter or
can add texture and dimension to a multi-succulent planter.
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History

Echeverias come from the partial desert areas of Mexico, Texas, Central
America and the western part of South America. Now it can be seen
growing in many other areas, especially California. Since being discovered
by succulent lovers, many echeveria hybrids have been made.

I have been slowly adding different types of echeverias to my container
garden. I say slowly since it can be addicting! If you enjoy echeverias and
are looking to add more succulents to your garden, please check out Types
of Succulent Plants.

Fun Facts

Here are some facts about echeveria succulents.

● There are about 100 different species of echeveria.
● This desert rose was named after Atanasio Echevarria, an artist from

Mexico.
● Hens and chicks is another common name for echeveria since they

can grow in bunches.
● Based on the type of echeverias you grow, they can produce beautiful

pink, yellow or red little flowers in the shapes of bells.

Types

These are just some of the varieties of echeveria available. Most can grow
very large. I usually get mine in smaller sizes, since those cost less and I
enjoy seeing my plants grow.

Black Knight – These echeverias range from dark green to almost black,
hence their name. Many are a light green on the inside, their leaves
darkening on the outside. If you are looking for a darker succulent to add to
a planter you are designing, add a dark knight.

Round Leaf – Round Leaves come in green, blue and gray and have thick
leaves that are shaped like tear-drops.
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Afterglow – This variety of echeveria caught my eye at a nearby Armstrong
because they seemed to glow in the sun. The leaves are a beautiful
lavender pink that glow in certain light. They bloom orange-red flowers.

Fire and Ice-This beautiful echeveria has light green leaves with brown on
the edges. Don’t keep it out in too hot or cold conditions. Round leaves
grow out to two feet wide and need full sun. They look great in a container
with a variety of echeveria or other succulents.

Variegata – Variegata or variegated echeveria have dark green stripes
down the middle of thick light green to yellow leaves. The uniquely colored
echeveria come in several varieties with beautiful stripes.

Morning Beauty – This echeveria variety is small, growing only to four
inches wide. The light green leaves are edged with light pink. These can
thrive in partial sun.

Metallica – Metallica echeveria grow beautiful silver-blue leaves with a
sharp point. Grow well on their own or in a cluster with other plants.

Perle von Nurnberg – The leaves on this echeveria are very thick. They
need full sun and can grow up to two feet wide. Would make a great
addition to any garden.

Painted Echeveria – These uniquely colored echeverias have red stripes in
the middle and on the outside of light green leaves. The stems can grow up
to two feet high with five inch wide rosettes. Native to central Mexico.

Blue Rose – Blue Rose echeveria are native to Mexico. Their rosettes are
grey-green and grow up to eight inches across. Their red and yellow
flowers bloom in spring and early summer.

Black Prince – Another black echeveria variety. The black rosettes can
grow up to 9 inches across. Their salmon-red flowers bloom in fall and
winter.

I’ve been to a variety of gardening stores, and each has their own
collections of echeveria. I love going to Home Depot due to their variety of
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plants and great prices but go to Armstrong Garden Centers for their
unique collection of succulents. There are also many places online to
purchase echeveria.

Care

Echeveria can grow in many places. Check the plant growing zone you live
in if you are not sure if you can grow echeverias in your area.

An echeveria can grow in its own container or with other plants. These low
maintenance plants are also great to add to rock gardens.

Echeverias need well-draining soil since they don’t require a lot of water
and you don’t want to drown them. There are a variety of cactus and
succulent planter soil that you can use.

Echeveria can grow in full sun or partial shade. My balcony is almost
completely in shadow during this time of the year and my echeverias are
doing fine.

Another thing I love about these desert plants is that you can forget to
water them and they will stay alive. They need very little water. One reason
these water-wise plants are so popular here in Southern California is that
they are drought tolerant plants and thrive where water is scarce.

Propagation

With proper planning and care, you can grow your own echeveria by
propagating the leaves. Cut the leaves as close to the stem as possible.
New plants can grow from poor cuttings, but the closer you cut the leaf
from the stem, the better chance you have of growing a new echeveria.

I recommend removing several leaves in case some don’t grow. Put the cut
leaves in a place where they can dry out. Put the leaves on top of soil
sideways, or place the cut end of the leaf in the soil.

Keep the propagated leaves in indirect sunlight and spray or lightly water a
few times a week. You can get rid of the leaf once it dries up and the new
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echeveria is about an inch tall. Place in its new container and enjoy your
new echeveria!

You can also grow new plants through stem cuttings, a branch or offshoot.
Make sure these cuttings are carefully cut and placed in their own
containers.

Desert Rose

If you don’t have any echeverias in your garden and they thrive well in your
climate, I highly recommend getting one. That one may end up becoming
the beginning of a collection of these beautiful succulents.

The Amiable Aloe Vera Plant
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Growing up, my parents would have an aloe vera plant just outside of our
backyard door. My siblings, parents and I would break parts of the plant off
if we ended up with burns, cuts, and bruises because of the aloe’s healing
powers. Today I want to talk more about the amiable aloe vera plant.

There are a variety of aloe veras available to grow. You can add them to
your succulent garden or landscape. Aloe vera plants also have several
medicinal uses as well.

Ancient History

Aloe vera plants have been around for a very long time and were used by
ancient Egyptians and Chinese due to its many benefits. Alexander the
Great supposedly took over Socotra, an island near Africa, due to its
abundance of aloe vera. Cleopatra used aloe vera for her skin.

There are a few hundred types of aloe vera plants, also called barbadensis
Miller. Aloe veras take 3 to 4 years to mature to their full state. They can
grow up to 30 inches tall with up to 21 leaves.

Fun Facts

Here are some fun facts about the amiable aloe vera plant:

● Aloe vera plants have been around for thousands of years.
● There are over several hundred types of aloe vera plants.
● Several famous people in history were known to use aloe vera due to

its medicinal and health benefits.
● Aloe vera uses can come directly from the plant or bought in a gel

form.
● These succulents can grow well indoors and outside.
● Aloe veras are considered very popular succulents.
● Aloe veras come in a variety of sizes and colors, not just the popular

green color.

Aloe Types
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As stated above, there are several hundred different types of aloe vera
plants, making them very popular succulents. Below are some popular
ones that can be found locally (Southern California) and elsewhere.

Aloe Vera “Medicine Plant”-These small aloes are great for containers and
commonly used for medicinal purposes. Enjoy the spiky leaves from your
garden or keep close to use for burns and other cooling effects. These are
the most common ones that I’ve seen to grow and use for medicinal
purposes.

Aloe “Blue Elf” – This small aloe has a green-blue color and thin, spiky
leaves. These get up to two feet tall and two feet wide, based on how much
space they have to grow. The beautiful orange flowers they produce are
well liked by hummingbirds.

Aloe “Sunset” – These spiky aloes start out a light-green color, becoming
brown-red with spots as they get older. Red or yellow flowers grow above
the spikes.

Aloe Arborescens – This type of aloe plant is also named the “candelabra
aloe”. These grow up to 10 feet and can be as large as trees. Large
red-orange flowers grow in the center of the leaves, making this aloe look
unique compared to others.

Aloe Aristata – These aloe vera plants are also known as “lace aloe”. The
aloe aristata looks similar to the haworthia plant, due to its green coloring
and white patterned leaves. These plants are known for its healing uses in
Ayurveda.

Aloe Striata – This smaller type of aloe is also called “coral aloe” due to the
pink coloring that can be seen on its leaves. This is a popular type of aloe
with many gardeners. Aloe striata are known to help with digestion.

Medicinal Uses

There are a variety of medicinal uses to aloe vera plants. Below are a few:

● contributes to having a healthy immune system
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● keeps skin hydrated and moist
● help the body absorb nutrients
● increase toxins that can hurt the body
● lessen joint and muscle pain
● soothe minor cuts and burns
● helps stomach acids to balance in the body in a natural way

It’s very common for people to grow and maintain aloe vera plants to use
for minor cuts and burns. Many stores sell aloe vera in gel form for this very
reason. Aloe vera gel feels great on sunburned skin too!

Aloe Vera Care

These succulent plants make great plants in landscape gardens and
container gardens. Since I’m all about urban gardening in small spaces, I
will focus on caring for aloe veras in a container.

Place your aloe vera plant in a container that is at least slightly larger than
the plant, to give it room to grow. If your container doesn’t have a hole at
the bottom, drill one or more holes. You don’t want water sitting at the base
of the pot since this can rot the roots and ultimately kill your aloe vera.

Grow the aloe vera in a potting mix that is designed to drain well. Get a
succulent potting mix or make your own for great results.

Aloe vera plants are great plants for hot areas since they need little water
to survive. Water your aloe vera at least once every few weeks.

You can fertilize aloe vera but only do it once a month. You can use a
fertilizer for houseplants since many people keep aloe veras inside to use.

Amiable Aloe Veras

If you don’t have an aloe vera plant in your garden, I highly recommend you
get one. They are easy to care for and have multiple purposes.

Seashell Succulents Planter
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I love living by the ocean and the availability of beach décor all over the
place. While roaming around Pinterest a while ago I saw a picture of a
beautiful seashell filled with succulents and had to make one! Today I want
to tell you how you can make your very own seashell succulents planter.

Beach Decor

You would think that by living near the ocean I would get plenty of beach
time but it is never enough! I think that is why beach themes and beach
decor are so popular to those living near the coast.

Seeing a large seashell reminds of my childhood and when my
grandparents gifted me with a huge seashell. They told me if I put the shell
near my ear that I could hear the waves of the ocean. It definitely sounded
like waves!
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I’ve been wanting to bring those memories back and thought it best by
making a succulents planter out of a seashell.

Seashell Succulents Planter Supplies

Anyone can make one of these. Mine only took minutes to make. Below is
a list of supplies you will need. I will also go into more detail about each
supply below this list.

You will need:

• seashell
• succulents
• soil
• water
• drill

I bought my seashell at one of the souvenir shops on the nearby pier. If you
don’t live near an ocean don’t worry, there are other places you can
purchase a seashell from. You can find seashells online at a variety of
stores and at local hobby stores.

Keep in mind how many succulents you want to put in your seashell. If you
want to start small, then get a shell that will fit at least one succulent. If you
really enjoy this project, you can always get a larger seashell and more
succulents next time.

Succulents

Armstrong Garden Centers has the best local variety of succulents
available, in my opinion. I have found many unique looking succulents
here. When I got one of Armstrong’s emails announcing a sale, I went to
check out their supply of succulents and came home with three.

These succulents were the smallest available ones. Each are a different
type of desert plant. The pointy one is a beautiful hybrid aloe vera. The one
that looks like a rose is a type of echeveria. The leafy one is a type of
cotyledon.
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Echeveria types are some of my favorite succulents because they remind
me of roses. I have several varieties in my garden. To get more ideas on
what types of succulents to buy, check out An Urban Oasis-Types of
Succulent Plants.

Soil

Another important supply you will need is soil. For succulents, I recommend
using Miracle-Gro Cactus Palm and Citrus Potting Mix. The soil is great for
succulents since it drains quickly.

I ended up using Miracle-Gro Potting Mix, since I had some leftover from
other gardening projects. This soil works great with a variety of plants, and
I’ve used it with succulents in the past with no problems.

Miracle-Gro anything works great. Another product I suggest using in the
future is Miracle-Gro All Purpose Plant Food.

Water

You will, of course, need water, but not too much. We don’t have resources
to have a hose, so I have a watering can. Succulents are waterwise, which
means they don’t need much water to survive, which makes them the
perfect plant for this arid California climate.

Drill

You may want to drill a hole at the bottom of your shell so that excess water
can drain through. Water left sitting at the bottom of a container can rot the
roots, ultimately killing your plants.

Steps

So, now you have your seashell, succulents, water, soil, and drill. You are
now ready to create your seashell succulents planter!

If you haven’t already, drill a small hole in your shell. Make sure the
seashell is nice and clean. Mine had some sand in it that had to be cleaned
out.
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If you are planting more than one succulent, you will want to experiment
with the placement and design of your plants. You can look up pictures or
place your succulents anyway you like. I recommend placing your
succulents in the shell within their original containers so that the area does
not become a dirty mess.

Once you are happy with the design of your succulents, place some dirt in
the shell. You may need to pack the soil in, based on what type of seashell
you are using.

Now, its time to take your succulents out of their original containers. Do this
carefully so that the plant does not come apart from the soil it was packed
in.

This is also a good time to let that little plant know it can grow beyond the
container it came in. To do this, gently loosen the roots at the bottom.

Place the succulents in the soil. I had to pack mine in so that they stayed in
place and to make room for the other succulents I wanted to put in. Once
all succulents are in place, add some more dirt and water the plants.

You now have your very own seashell succulents planter!

Cost

The seashell I bought was only $10. Each succulent was about $2.40, so
all three cost a little over $7, which brings the grand total of my project to
$17. Not bad for someone who likes gardening on a budget!

The other supplies I already had, but you can buy a good sized bag of soil
for under $10. If you don’t have a drill available, these can cost pretty
cheap as well and can be used for future projects.

Variations

I’ve seen several variations of this project.  A variety of shells and
succulents can be used. Instead of adding more soil on top, you may want
to place rocks for an added dimension.
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The possibilities are endless! I had so much fun with this project that I am
definitely going to make succulents planter again.

If this is your first gardening project then congratulations!

Hibiscus Plant Care

I love growing flowers and am so excited that spring is almost here! Even
though we lost an hour of sleep last night, it is so worth it for these longer
days and more plants growing again! Today I want to talk to you about
hibiscus plant care.

Hibiscus History

The beautiful hibiscus flowering plant does not have one set origin. This
tropical plant came from several areas. China or India, Mauritius, Fiji,
Madagascar, and Hawaii all have native hibiscus. Notice these places are
near the equator, where environmental conditions are ideal for hibiscus to
grow in.

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis is the name of one of the original hibiscus plants. It
has the red coloring that is so popular with hibiscus here in Southern
California and elsewhere. Today’s ornamental hibiscus are all hybrids of the
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orignal eight hibiscus. This means that there are many different types of
beautiful hibiscus to choose from!

Fun Facts

● There are more than 200 species of hibiscus.
● Hibiscus plants can grow up to 15 feet.
● People living in Polynesia make grass skirts from hibiscus tree bark.
● Thailand and China are the largest producers of hibiscus.
● Hibiscus tea is a very popular drink.
● Hibiscus grow as perennials or annuals, based on type.
● Hummingbirds, bees, and butterflies love pollinating hibiscus.
● Hibiscus tea is know to lower cholesterol levels and decrease blood

pressure.
● Hawaiian and Tahitian women wear a hibiscus flower behind their

right ear if they are single and want to marry.
● Hibiscus cannabinus is a type of hibiscus that is used to make paper.

Terrific Types

As stated above, there are many different types of hibiscus. For time’s
sake, I am only going to go over a few of the more popular types of
hibiscus plants below.

Pink Lipstick – This is one of my favorites because of the rich, pink color of
the flowers. The large and colorful flowers are hard to miss!

Tropical Hibiscus -These hibiscus are native to the Hawaiian islands. They
are part of the Malvaceae family. These hibiscus have leaves that seem to
glow and brightly colored flowers. These come in a variety of colors.

China Rose – China Rose are native to china and used as a shoe polish.
The flowers are oval shapes and grow 4 feet wide. The entire plant can
grow 15 to 25 feet tall. The flowers are the popular red color, but come in
other shades as well.
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Rose of Sharon – This hibiscus is also called Hibiscus syriacus. These are
popular in South Korea and can grow up to 15 feet. The petals are long and
come in white, violet, and purple.

Love tropical plants? Check out my other post, Plumeria Care.

Giant Rose Mallow – This beautiful rose colored flower also come in white
with a red center. The flowers bloom in the middle of summer through fall.
These plants thrive in full sun with wet soil.

Hawaiian Hibiscus – This Hawaiian native is one of seven originally from
the islands. The petals are large and colorful. This plant grows quickly and
the blooms last longer than other kinds of hibiscus.

Hibiscus Sabdariffa – Roselle hibiscus is another name for this popular
type of hibiscus. This hibiscus is a popular garden plant and comes in
yellow and white.

Rock Hibiscus – Rock hibiscus come from the United States and Mexico.
These shrubs can live on rocks and up to 2,000 feet above sea level. The
flowers come in pink, white, and purple.

Compiled Care

Hibiscus grow well in containers, which I love since my balcony garden is
also a container only garden. I have two hibiscus, each in their own
containers, and they seem happy to grow in their small spaces. I like that I
can move these containers around as the sun moves throughout the year,
since these plants need plenty of sun.

Since hibiscus originally grew near the Ecuador, they enjoy humid climates
the most. Hot, dry climates like Southern California also are a popular area
to grow hibiscus in. Check your gardening zone if you’re not sure how well
hibiscus plants will grow in your area.

Hibiscus plants don’t need a ton of room in containers to grow well. Mine
are in small pots where there is about twice as much room for them to
grow, but that’s it. Make sure the soil has good drainage.
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Hibiscus need warm weather to bloom, anywhere from 60 – 90 degrees
Fahrenheit. Keep your plants indoors if temps reach 32 or below.

Water Well

Hibiscus need plenty of water during the warm months, especially in
containers where the soil will dry out more. Water less when the
temperature is cooler. Too much water during the cold can hurt the plant.

Fertilize Flowers

These plants need to be fertilized when the weather is warm and the
hibiscus are flowering. A high potassium fertilizer will work well. If you are
not sure, ask the gardeners at your local store what is best. Many local
places have special fertilizer since different areas have different soil and
weather conditions.

Pests

Spider mites, white flies, and aphids are some of the unfortunate pests of
the hibiscus plant. Mine are always getting attacked by aphids. An
insecticide spray works well. Spray the plants in the morning or evening, so
the sun doesn’t cause the leaves to burn from the insecticide.

Growing Roses No Matter Where You Live
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Last Saturday I had the opportunity to go to a rose care class at one of the
local Armstrong Garden Centers. These stores are only in California and
are known for offering free one hour classes on certain Saturdays
throughout the year. I took a bunch of notes during the class and today
want to share with you what I learned about growing roses.

Armstrong Garden Centers

Armstrong Garden Centers are known for their awesome selection of plants
and free one hour classes they offer throughout the year, usually on
Saturday mornings. At the beginning of class, the garden specialist gives
out a sheet of paper with an outline of what they will be talking about, along
with a coupon you can spend on plants after!

The Universal Rose

There are many types of roses that can be found all over the world.
Although this rose class was geared for rose growers in Southern
California, I’m sure many of these tips can be applied to growers all over.
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There are thousands of types of roses available for rose lovers all over the
place, including countless colors to choose from. I want to mention a few
that are quite popular here in Southern California. Maybe you can find
some of these in your area!

Climbing Roses– Climbing roses are the largest type of rose. They can
grow 15 to 20 feet. Climbing roses look beautiful grown on trellises or on
sides of houses.

Grand Fellow Roses– Grand Fellow Roses are large rose bushes. They
make great backdrop shrubs if you are looking for a colorful way to design
your garden.

Hybrid Tea Roses– Hybrid Tea Roses are the most popular roses in
Southen California (and I’m sure elsewhere).  Hybrid teas are where
long-stemmed roses for bouquets come from. These roses come in
countless colors and make great additions to any garden.

Miniature Roses-Miniature roses are the perfect rose if you have a tiny
garden. They are also great container growers due to their small size. I’m
hoping to add more of these tiny beauties to my little urban garden once
the days get longer.

Planting Roses

Counting on where you are planting your roses, you may need a
long-handled shovel to dig a hole deep enough for the roots to grow into.
There are also some great rose specific planting mixes that you can use,
such as E.B. Stone Rose Planting Mix.

My roses are in a container so I didn’t need to worry about shoveling out
dirt. I used Miracle-Gro Planter Mix with some mulch on top of the soil for
my mini roses. If another soil mix worked for you in the past, I would
suggest using that since it will save you a little money.

Pruning Roses
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A large amount of the class discussion was about pruning roses. Here in
Southern California, we are lucky enough to grow roses year round.
January and August are good months to prune roses to encourage growth,
at least around here.

Since much of elsewhere is engulfed in cold weather and snow, this time of
year is best for pruning back roses. By the time spring rolls around, you
should have beautiful roses blooming in your yard.

While demonstrating how to prune roses, our instructor was “bitten” a few
times (as she called it), so she strongly suggested investing in some sturdy
rose gloves. Roses are definitely beautiful, but be careful of their thorns!

You also want to buy some nice, sharp pruners if you don’t have some
already. I bought mine for a few bucks from Ross or Marshalls. If you don’t
mind spending more, Armstrong, Home Depot, and other outdoor supply
stores have quality pruning shears.

How to Prune Roses

Climbing roses don’t need to be pruned but the other typed mentioned do
so that they will continue growing throughout the year. Make sure you have
your gloves and pruning shears ready.

In the wintertime take off about 2/3 of the plant. If a stem is brown, prune
this, since this area is dead and won’t grow anymore stems or roses.
Pruning the right areas is key to keep the roses growing with the center
open.

Prune close to nodes, small bumps that you should see below the flowers.
Also take off any leaves, since the plant is going dormant for the winter and
you want it to save its energy for when it grows and reblooms flowers in the
spring.

Since you want your new growth to grow outward to keep the rose bush’s
open shape, prune at an angle. The taller part of the angle is where the
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new stem will grow out of. You also want to prune any stems crossing over
each other and dead parts of the rose.

Deadheading

Deadheading, or cutting off the blooms when they are done growing, is also
encouraged so that that plant will keep blooming during its growing months.
You want to cut down the stem above the first set of 5 leaves, ideally.

Watering Roses

Try to water the roses in the morning. You want to deep soak them, then let
them dry before watering them again. If you keep your roses in containers
you will want to water them a little more often than ones grown in the
ground, since container grown plants tend to dry out more.

Feeding Roses

You don’t want to start feeding your roses until they start growing again, at
least a few inches from where they were pruned. This will vary based on
where you live and your climate.

There are a variety of fertilizers to use to help your roses grow well.
Consider the type of soil you use, if you prefer organic or synthetic fertilizer,
and how you want your roses to grow (blooms verses greenery). Check the
nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium numbers on fertilizer containers to
compare types.

Keep in mind that organic feed lasts longer than synthetic, so you can
fertilize the roses less if you use organic versus synthetic rose feed. It’s
really up to you, the area you live in, what is available in your area and how
much you can spend.

Rose Pests and Diseases

Aphids and rose slugs love to feed on roses. There are bug sprays that you
can use to get rid of these pests. I personally use dish soap and water in a
water bottle spray to get rid of aphids.
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I live near the ocean, so even though the climate is pretty mild most of the
year, we get a moist marine layer, which can cause mildew on roses. Rust
and black spots are also common diseases for roses, based on where you
live. Spraying the plants with copper fungicide should do the trick.

Growing Roses

I hope you can apply some of these tips to your roses in the springtime.
Growing roses can be done just about anywhere with the right planning,
tools, and techniques.

How to Keep Squirrels Out of Your Garden

Several months ago I found some odd occurrences happening in my
garden. Several of my pots had what looked like holes in the dirt. There
was also evidence of what looked like an animal had dug through some of
my plants. My new lavender was also flattened, as if something had fallen
in it.
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I live in an area surrounded by trees, so I figured all of this was caused by
falling branches or small animals. It shouldn’t have surprised me when I
heard some noises outside and saw a squirrel laying on one of my planters.

The squirrel glared at me, then jumped from the planter to my hanging
strawberry plant, where he began digging in the dirt to bury what looked
like a large seed or rock. He patted his burial place neatly before scurrying
off into the nearest tree.

This didn’t alarm me, since seeing the squirrel made all the other oddities
make sense. I wonder if he is also the reason why some of my plants are
not growing.

Why Keep Squirrels Out of Your Garden

Squirrels are small, cute and furry creatures that I enjoy watching while
walking around my complex, as well as having staring contests with them.
Why bother keeping them away from your garden?

There are many reasons to keep squirrels out of your garden. They can
destroy flowers, fruit and vegetables that you worked hard to grow.
Squirrels will steal and smash your prized plants as well.

My husband began researching how to keep squirrels out of your garden,
hence this blog post. He showed me some videos of how to do this with
homemade items. I will be discussing these as well as other methods
below.

How to Keep Squirrels Out of Your Garden

There are many ways to keep squirrels out of your garden, but I will be only
discussing several.

Cayenne Pepper

The videos my husband showed me talked about placing cayenne pepper
in the garden to keep the squirrels away. Apparently they do not like the
smell. I figure this would be a free way to keep the critter out.
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Luckily, we had a jar of cayenne pepper. The pepper does not harm plants,
so I sprinkled some in all my planters that had evidence of the squirrel. Its
been a few days and so far I have seen no proof that the squirrel has been
back. As far as I’m concerned, the cayenne pepper worked!

Peppers in General

Squirrels don’t like peppers for the same reasons many people don’t, their
strong taste and smell. Other red peppers or a combination of peppers,
such as paprika and pepper flakes can also keep these critters away from
your garden.

Mint

Just like squirrels don’t like the smell of peppers, they are also repelled by
the smell of mint. I haven’t tried this method yet but will definitely consider
planting mint in the future. Plus, I like the smell of mint.

Bulbs

Squirrels do not like to dig up certain bulbs. As I stated earlier, my best
friend’s in laws gave me an amaryllis bulb that bloomed beautifully vibrant
flowers for me to enjoy several weeks ago. Thankfully, the squirrel left this
alone. Hyacinth, allium and daffodils are some bulbs that squirrels do not
like, so if you prefer these bulbs, plant them in your garden!

Mulch

If your plants can thrive in mulch, add these to your garden. I have several
planters with dirt that are also topped with several inches of mulch. I’ve
noticed that the squirrel has not touched these areas of my garden. The
heavier the mulch is, the better.

Neatness

Keep your garden neat. I love being surrounded by so many trees, but
some of them in particular love leaving scraps of bark and other debris on
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my balcony. Make sure there is nothing on the ground that may attract
squirrels. I try to sweep the garden area about once a week.

Put Your Pets to Good Use

Have a cat or dog, or both? Your pet(s) can also keep away squirrels from
your garden. If allowed, let them roam around your garden. Our cats are
not allowed to walk around our complex, but squirrels are not around when
the cats are near the window to my garden.

43
©Blooming Anomaly 2018. All Rights Reserved. Personal Use Only. No portion of this book may be

copied without the express written permission of the author.  To contact us, please visit
https://www.bloominganomaly.com.



About the Author

Ann is the founder of Blooming Anomaly, a gardening blog about gardening
in the big city in small spaces and on a budget. She has been blogging
since early 2017.

Ann taught for years before joining the wonderful world of blogging. Ann
also enjoys freelance writing for various companies on photography, home
décor, gardening, and more.

When Ann is not behind her computer blogging, she enjoys hanging out
with her friends and cat, Tiger, gardening, and biking around the beach.
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Connect with Ann

Website: https://www.bloominganomaly.com

Pinterest: https://www.pinterest.com/bloominganomaly

Twitter: https://www.pinterest.com/bloominganomaly

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bloominganomaly

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bloominganomaly

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/bloominganomaly

Tiktok: https://www.tiktok.com/@bloominganomaly
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